
 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

POLICY 
Governor Committee  Responsible 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

Review period 
ANNUAL 

Policy approved by 
Governors/Head Teacher 

 

Meeting minute reference 
11/17 

Status 
STATUTORY 

Next review 
Autumn 2019 

Document version number 
V 3.1 

Author 
CLAUDIA BROOKS 

Contributors 
STAFF 

To be read in conjunction with the 
following policies: 

 

Head Teacher Signature 
 

 

 

Document History  

V1.0  

V 2.0 2013 

V3.0 2017 

V3.1 2018 

 

 



At Heather Ridge Infant School, we meet the legal requirement that Religious Education is 

taught to all pupils in full time education. Parents have the right to withdraw their child from 

this if requested. All pupils have access to R.E. regardless of gender, race, belief and 

disability. Details of how provision is adapted to suit the needs of individuals is outlined in 

our ‘Inclusion Policy’. 
 The school’s ethos and learning values support and underpin the teaching and learning of 

Religious Education (R.E.) at Heather Ridge Infant School. Our aim through our creative 

skills based integrated curriculum to enable all pupils to make expected/exceeded progress 

in R.E. The purpose of R.E. is to support the development of children’s own values and 

contribute to their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Children are enabled to 

respond and interpret a variety of concepts, beliefs and practices within religions and to their 

own and others cultural life experiences. We explore religious stories, festivals, artefacts, 

places of worship, rituals and beliefs.  

We allow our children to discuss their thoughts, own experiences and the experiences of 

others in a secure and objective environment. R.E. is concerned with helping children 

question and make sense of the make sense of the world in which they live and their place in 

it.  They explore and reflect upon some of the fundamental aspect of modern life, common to 

all. By enhancing their awareness of these, the foundations are laid for the more formal 

study of religion in the future.   

The objectives for Religious Education are: - 
 

 To provide pupils with opportunities to begin to develop knowledge and understanding of 
the beliefs and practices of Christianity and be introduced to those of Judaism and Islam. 

 To develop pupil’s awareness of themselves, their feelings and abilities. 

 To develop secure relationships based on sensitivity, respect and consideration for others. 

 To help to begin to develop a set of personal attitudes, values and beliefs. 

 To begin to develop an awareness and understanding of what is right and wrong. 

 To provide opportunities for spiritual insight. 

 To help children become aware of the natural world; to encourage a sense of wonder and 
awe at its beauty and order, while at the same time developing a sense of responsibility for 
it. 

 To provide opportunities to develop key skills such as reflecting and analysing, 
understanding differences and recognising diversity. 

 

At Heather Ridge we support these objectives by basing our scheme of work on the Agreed 

Syllabus for Religious Education in Surrey 2017. We follow the recommended time allocation 

of 36 hours per year with links made with other areas of the curriculum where appropriate. 

Units will be taught in blocks discretely if links are not feasible. This applies to the Foundation 

Stage and Key Stage 1.  

We ensure that the topic studies in Religious Education build upon prior learning and wherever 

possible we use first-hand experience as a stimulus for learning. Where possible, we will use 

our children’s own religious beliefs to base our learning upon, children are positively 

encouraged to share and inspire others with their first-hand experiences, for example the 

celebration of Diwali. 

The emphasis of the teaching programme is educational and we do not seek to promote any 

one faith or denomination.  While the content reflects the fact that, on the whole, religious 



traditions in Britain today are Christian, it also recognises that we live in a multi-cultural society 

in which other major faiths are now represented. Long term planning is provided in consultation 

with all staff. Staff are responsible for their own short term planning to suit the needs of their 

class. 

Teaching and Learning  

The programme of study covers two Attainment Targets: 

AT1 Learning About Religion  

Is concerned with developing children’s knowledge and understanding of the beliefs, 
teachings and practices of Christianity, Judaism and Islam. 

 

AT2 Learning from Religion 

Is concerned with the responses pupils make to what they are learning in RE. Children 
have opportunities to explore, reflect on and respond to religious beliefs, values and 
experiences. 

 

RE in the Foundation Stage 

There is a legal obligation to deliver RE to Reception class children within the Foundation 

Stage according to the Agreed Syllabus. The Syllabus for Year R also reflects the Early 

Learning Goals contained in the Curriculum Guidance found in ‘Development Matters in the 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 2012’ and, in particular, through the specific area of 

Understanding the World: People and Communities (UtW: P&C). 

Foundation Stage: 

 Children begin to explore the world of religion in terms of special people, books, times, 
places and objects. 

 Children listen to and talk about stories. 

 They are introduced to religious words and use their senses in exploring religious beliefs, 
practices and forms of expression. 

 They reflect on their own feelings/experiences. 

 They use their imagination and curiosity to develop their appreciation and wonder of the 
world in which they live. 

 

During Year R children are encouraged to discuss what makes them unique, and what 

similarities and differences exist between themselves and others, and among families, 

communities and traditions. They have opportunities to describe and respond to events in 

their lives as well as relevant cultural and religious celebrations.  

RE in Key Stage 1 

By the end of KS1 the children will have learnt: 

 To retell religious, spiritual and moral stories. 

 To identify how religion and belief is expressed in different ways. 

 To identify similarities and differences in features of religious and non-religious beliefs. 

 To recognise that some questions about life are difficult to answer. 

 To ask questions about their own and others’ feelings and experiences. 



 To identify possible meanings for symbols and other forms of religious expression. 

 To respond sensitively and imaginatively to questions about their own and others’ 
experiences and feelings. 

 To give a reason why something may be valued by themselves and others. 
 

Building on these early experiences in Key Stage 1 children hear stories about important 

religious figures from Christianity, Judaism and Islam and where appropriate non-religious 

worldviews.  They are given the opportunity to discuss and learn about special places, books, 

clothes, artefacts, language and customs associated with religious practices. Children are 

given opportunities to hear and discuss stories, explore their feelings, attitudes, abilities and 

behaviour. They are encouraged to build relationships built on trust, understanding and 

consideration.  They discuss the differences between right and wrong and what is fair and 

unfair.   

The school grounds provide a chance to develop an appreciation of the beauty of the natural 

world and by caring for living things children experience some of the wonder and order of the 

world.  The festivals of Harvest, Christmas and Easter are celebrated in school.  Reverend 

Larry Bain (Chair of Governors) also visits our school to contribute to our whole school 

celebration assemblies; such as Harvest, Easter and Christmas. Children are also introduced 

to other religious festivals e.g. Hanukkah, Diwali and Chinese New Year. All these experiences 

contribute to the development of the knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary for 

understanding religion (see Appendix 1). 

Details of how RE is planned are contained in the Learning and Teaching Handbook.  Planning 

takes into account children’s previous experiences thus ensuring continuity and progression.  

Activities and experiences in RE provide opportunities to develop key skills.  Also in an infant 

school many situations occur which give rise to discussions about religious, spiritual and moral 

issues e.g. the birth of a baby, the death of a pet or a special achievement. This incidental 

learning, the planned work, Collective Worship and the whole school ethos contribute to the 

teaching programme. 

Children may be taught as a class, a group or on a one to one basis where teachers are 

sensitive to individuals’ needs.  All children are encouraged to take an active part in the variety 

of tasks with which they are presented, to join in discussions and express their views and 

feelings.  The use of ICT can also help children’s learning.   

Assessment and Reporting 

Assessment takes place at the end of each unit and indicates what most pupils should know 

and understand. Judgements about children’s achievements are made through observations, 

discussing with children, and regular marking of their work. This should be formally reported 

to parents as part of the child’s end of year report. 

Resources: 

Resources are centrally stored in the Teachers’ Meeting Room and teachers have easy 

access to these.  To support the RE curriculum we have a range of books, posters, videos CD 

- Roms, artefacts, music and bibles and a list of relevant and age appropriate websites. All 

materials should be handled with respect. 

 



Role of the Subject Leader   

The RE Subject Leader’s responsibilities are outlined in her job profile.  She is responsible for 

resources, supporting staff and for monitoring the RE Curriculum.  She attends meetings and 

informs staff of latest developments. 

Appendix 1 
 

General Learning Skills Applied to Religious Education 

Reflection 

 reflecting on feelings, relationships, experience, ultimate questions, beliefs and practices. 
 

Empathy 

 considering the thoughts, feelings, experiences, attitudes, beliefs and values of others; 

 developing the ability to identify feelings such as love, wonder, forgiveness and sorrow. 
 

Investigation 

 asking relevant questions; 

 knowing how to gather information from a variety of sources. 
 

Interpretation 

 drawing meaning from artefacts, works of art, music, poetry and symbolism. 
 

Analysis 

 begin distinguishing between opinion and fact; 

 begin distinguishing between the features of different religions. 
 

Expression 

 exploring concepts, rituals and practices. 
 

Attitudes at the Heart of Religious Education 

 

Fairness 

 listening to the views of others.  
 

Respect 

 respecting those who have different beliefs and customs to one’s own; 

 recognition of the right of others to hold their own views; 



 avoidance of ridicule. 
 

Self-understanding 

 sense of self-worth and value. 


